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About 
Make-A-Wish Singapore

Make-A-Wish Foundation® Singapore is part of the World’s 
largest Wish granting organization.Since our inception in 2002, 
we have granted over 1,200 magical wishes for children with life-
threatening medical conditions. 

Make-A-Wish is supported by over 200 volunteers, 10 board 
members and 8 staff, and is the only Wish granting organisation 
in Singapore.

History

We are part of a global organisation which began in 1980 after 
a team of people granted the wish of a little boy called Chris in 
Arizona, whose dream was to be a policeman.

Chris had leukaemia, and he wanted very much to experience his 
dream. With the help of the local police, Chris wish was granted. 
He had an amazing day riding in a police helicopter, sworn in as 
an honorary patrolman, given a specially-made uniform, and a 
chance to show off his motorcycling skills.

The people involved in his wish were so moved by the experience 
that they pledged to continue to “share the power of a wish”. 
Since the granting of Chris’ wish, the Make–A-Wish Foundation 
International has been responsible for making the wishes of over 
415,000 children come true.

Mission

Make-A-Wish Foundation seeks to grant the wishes of 
children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich 
the human experience with hope, strength and joy. 

Vision

Our goal is to reach every medically eligible child 
in Singapore.
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Chairman’s Message
Make-A-Wish Singapore, 2016

Dr. Keith Goh Yu-Ching
Board Chairman

“A dream is a wish your heart makes..” - the well-known song from the 
Disney movie, Cinderella, in which people are encouraged to never stop 
dreaming, because as the lyrics promise, dreams do come true ! This 
theme has resonated through several famous Disney movies, such as 
“When you wish upon a star”, and has inspired Make-A-Wish to pursue 
its role as Singapore’s fairy god-mother !

In 2016, Make-A-Wish made wishes come true for 120 children, all of 
whom were afflicted with life-threatening medical conditions. Many of 
these wishes were partnered closely with Disney, bringing special magic 
and unforgettable memories to these children and their families. Some 
of these wishes were truly inspiring – from the child who wanted to be a 
veterinarian for birds, to the teenager who aspired to cure cancer – each 
story was unique and heartwarming. 

To support the costs of all our program services, fundraising events 
brought in close to $1.8 million for the entire year - through our annual 
charity golf tournament (now in its 14th year), the year-end Santa Run 
(now in its 3rd year, with about 5,000 runners in their Christmas outfits 
!) – and the many external events which made us their beneficiary. We 
are very grateful to all our donors, corporates and individuals, who 
generously gave us the resources needed to make wishes come true. 

We also benefitted from the Care and Share Grant, which enabled us 
to build capacity in terms of programs and manpower. In this regard, 
we embarked on a “digital transformation” of the entire organization, 
to keep us contemporary and in-tune with the modernity of our present 
world. This project, which will take the next 2- 3 years, will revamp our 
website, improve wishgranting processes, enable online donations, 
develop databases of beneficiaries, volunteers and donors, and even 
start e-learning programs !

Over the year, our office staff strength increased to 9 full-time employees, 
but there were the inevitable transitions, including a change of CEO. 
The Board also saw some new faces joining us, as Advisors and 
Committee members. All this will make us a stronger, better-governed 
and better-run charity; after all, we have existed in Singapore for more 
than a decade !

As the saying goes – “It takes a village to raise a child” – and the work 
of Make-A-Wish certainly reflects a community of involvement and 
contributions. Staff, volunteers, board and advisory members - all have 
their important roles to play, coming together to make a difference in 
the life of these challenged children. I am grateful and appreciative to 
everyone who is connected with the Make-A-Wish cause.

Moving forward in 2017, we will remain focused on furthering our 
mission to reach out to many more children in Singapore. Now we know 
that this is indeed a positive life-affirming message, and that wishes truly 
can heal the body, heart and soul !

Keith Goh,    
Board Chair    
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2016 Highlights

120 WISHES
That’s a 14% increase in 
wishes granted from the 
year before! 

Thanks to a brand new recruitment process and 
consistent skill-building workshops (5!) with special 
guest speakers.

42% LEAD WISH GRANTERS

>$119K 
WORTH OF
GIFTS IN-KIND
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17%
Electronics

10%
Staycation

6%
To Be

4% To Meet

22% 
Travel

20%
Equipment

6% Party

8%
To have
(others)

7%
Room Makeover

2016 Wish Types

Thank you Make-A-Wish!

Types of Wishes

Electronics 

Room Makeover

Party

Mobility Equipment

To have - others

To meet

To be

To go - Local

To go - International

WISH TYPES

TOTAL:

# OF WISHES

21

9

7

24

9

5

7

12

26

120

Some heartfelt messages from wish families.

“We, the whole family, is so very appreciative of what you and Suzanne have done for 
us, for Lauren.. from the bottom of our hearts .. Thank You! …Lauren has gone through 
much since treatment started in Nov 2014 and her bone marrow transplant in Mar 2016 .. 
so to close 2016 on such a high note was truly a blessing” 

Louisa (mother)

“We are glad everything turned up well.. better (much better) than what we had expected.. from the days 
before we fly to Surabaya right till and after the trip home...Ahmad looks stronger now and also showing 
more emotions..”

Salam (father)

“… he was just giving thumbs up and smiling from ear to ear the whole time in the 
plane…. It is important for a child to get his wish granted to build memories. So that he 
will not only remember the bad times but also the good times.”

Juliana (mother)

“I wish to watch a Liverpool Football Club Match!”
Lauren, 17, cancer

“I wish to meet my relatives in Surabaya for the first time”
Ahmad, 6, complex genetic disorder

“I wish to fly!”
Ridhwan, 10, pfeffier syndrome 
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Board of Directors

Dr Keith Goh
Chairman

Mr Rajendra Pai
Vice Chairman

Mr Paul D’Souza
Treasurer

Keith is the Medical Director of International Neuro Associates, and a 
Senior Consultant Neurosurgeon based at Mount Elizabeth Hospital, where 
he specializes in pediatric neurosurgery. Keith has more than 30 years of 
medical experience, and is well-known for performing complex surgeries to 
separate conjoined twins, as well as conducting clinical trials using stem cells 
to treat children with neurological conditions. As one of the Founders of Make-
A-Wish Singapore in 2003, he granted his first wish to a child who wished 
for a blue piano. Since then, he has served in many roles, including Board 
Chair of Make-A-Wish International from 2007-2010.

Raj is currently Head of Strategic Investments for a large multinational, tasked with the development 
and deployment of the company’s investment strategy in Asia (ex-Japan). Prior to returning to Asia, he 
was a Director with the same firm in its investment arm in New York. There, he was lead member of a 
team of investment professionals that managed over US$2 billion of assets. Previously, he worked with 
the same conglomerate in Singapore as their Chief Trader for petrochemicals covering global markets. 
Raj has worked and lived in Mumbai, London, New York and now calls Singapore home. He has been 
a Wish Granter and remains actively involved with Make-A-Wish since 2007.

Paul is a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, and holds a BA degree from London 
Business School. He currently works at Chubb Insurance in the role of Chief Financial Officer for the 
Asia Pacific Zone. Prior to joining Chubb, Paul worked for First Data Corporation based in the UK and 
Singapore. He had also held senior Finance roles over the course of twelve years at Citibank in UK 
and India.

Mr David Ong
Director
Elected to the board in October 2016

David is a partner with EY Singapore where he leads the Asean Corporate Services practice. He has 
more than 20 years of experience advising companies on the set up of businesses and their back-office 
support like accounting, payroll and corporate secretarial functions. His extensive portfolio of clients 
comprises multinationals and local businesses, spanning various industries such as general trading, 
shipping, manufacturing and assembly, retail, PE funds, pharmaceutical and property development. 
David and his family have been actively involved in fund raising and wish granting activities for 
Make-A-Wish Singapore. Being a father of three young children, it means a lot to him to be able to 
contribute and help bring hope and happiness to children with life-threatening medical conditions.

Mr Davy Lau Chun Wah
Director

Davy is currently managing his private direct investment company, DGL Group Inc. He sits on the 
board of Nasday listed hiSoft Technology International Ltd (NASDAQ:HSFT) and is a member of the 
Governance Committee of United World College South East Asia as well as some of his investee 
companies. Previously, he was with various global firms such as Egon Zehnder International, GTECH 
Corporation, Citigroup, among other companies.
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Ms Gillian Tay Weng Boon
Director

Dr Low Yee
Director
Elected to the board in October 2016

Mr Vincent Tang
Director
Board member from September 2016 to January 2017

Gillian is a self-motivated consultant and entrepreneur with a wide range of experiences in investment, 
services, sales, hospitality, fashion, events and creative industry. She then switched to the real estate and 
investment industry for the past 25 years, advising high net worth clients on local, global real estate, 
relocation; investment products. She also manages seminars, training; conferences world wide for The 
Global Institute for Risk management standards (G31000) since 2012. Gillian has been serving as 
council member of the International Real Estate Federation from 2008 till date. She was the Chairperson 
of the Disciplinary; Mediation Panel of Singapore Accredited Estate Agency and ex-President of The 
Cosmopolitan Women’s Club.

Dr Low is a senior paediatric surgeon at KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital and has been working 
with children since 1997. She heads the department of Pediatric Surgery and is concurrently deputy 
chair of the Division of Surgery. An adjunct Associate Professor at Duke-NUS Medical School and NUS 
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, Dr Low is involved in undergraduate medical education and has 
earned an Executive MBA from Insead Business School in 2015. In her daily work, she journeys with 
children with various life-threatening medical conditions and hopes to contribute further by bringing these 
children joy and hope as they see their wishes granted.

Vincent Tang is the managing director of Credit Suisse AG in Singapore. With over 18 years of 
experience in the Wealth Management industry spanning across the United States, Switzerland and 
Asia, he is also a committed volunteer on aid and supporter for migrant workers. He has led teams 
on two charitable mission trips to Siem Reap and Chiang Mai where they have worked to empower 
marginalized children, youth and communities. 

Mr Lawrence Patrick
Director
Elected to the board in October 2016
Lawrence Patrick has spent nearly 20 years working in the private, public and academic health care 
sectors, including 15 years in the Middle East and Southeast Asia, expanding the Johns Hopkins Medicine 
mission of excellence in medical education, research and clinical care. Lawrence currently serves as the 
Chief Executive Officer of Johns Hopkins Singapore, a fully branded Johns Hopkins oncology facility in 
Singapore, where his primary focus is to provide strategic leadership and development for Johns Hopkins 
Singapore’s emerging growth objectives. Patrick is an active member of several boards of corporate and 
philanthropic organisations and holds a bachelor’s degree in economics and a master’s degree in 
health administration.

Mr Jason David Rosenthal
Director

Jason is a Director of Active Portfolio Advisory at UBS AG. He has over 20 years of trading experience 
within the financial markets. His desire is to be a part of the wish granting process that is embodied by 
hope, strength and joy at Make-A-Wish.

Mr Richard Yong
Director

Richard is the Managing Director of Philip Stein Asia, taking care of the South East Asia Pacific 
operations. He started as a Wish Granter during the early years of Make-A-Wish Singapore and 
found the experience very fulfilling as he helped to make a positive impact on children with life-
threatening illnesses.

Board of Directors
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“I wish to meet Hi-5!”
  Haziq, 15, biliary atresia

Haziq is a 15-year-old boy with biliary atresia, a rare disease of the liver and bile 
ducts that occurs in infants and delays physical and intellectual devel¬opment. At 
just two years old, he fell into a coma and awoke months later blind and paralysed. 
Treatment did not seem to work so doctors recommended music therapy and his 
mother chose to play music from Hi-5. Haziq immediately responded to the music by 
moving around and smiling. 

Watching Hi-5 on TV became a family activity for Haziq. They follow the Hi-5 dance 
steps as a form of exercise with him, which has improved his movement. Even singing 
the Hi-5 songs has taught him to manage his speech delay. It was clear that Haziq’s 
wish would involve Hi-5!

The 19th of June was not a typical day for Haziq. Instead of watching Hi-5 on a 
screen, he was going to watch them live. But he had no idea of the surprise awaiting 
him till he reached the mall.

A stage decked in Hi-5 colours and banners was enough to get Haziq excited. But an 
unaware Haziq was escorted backstage where the Hi-5 cast suddenly appeared from 
the dressing room. Caught off guard, a surprised Haziq was jumping up and down, 
screaming and clapping in excitement. He became the centre of their attention as they 
showered him with hugs, goody bags and a Hi-5 squad t-shirt, which made him feel 
part of them and psyched him up even more for their performance.

An area in front of the stage was specially reserved for his family and him so Haziq 
could have the best view of the Hi-5 show. As soon as the show started, there was no 
limit to the joy Hi-5 brought to Haziq. He was singing and dancing at the stands along 
with the cast as they interacted with him throughout the show. Towards the end of the 
show, the Hi-5 cast invited Haziq up to the stage and surrounded him, singing and 
dancing with him. 

His mother shared, “Only God knows the extend of Haziq’s happiness, how happy 
he was that day. For me, I will always remember Haziq screaming and his joy filled 
reaction when got to meet the Hi-5 cast.”

Wish Stories
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“I wish to pilot a plane”
  Xi Cheng, 9, acute myeloid leukaemia

Xi Cheng has a penchant for planes and he especially loves cockpits. In his spare time, 
the chatty and active boy loves to design cockpits and has amassed a large collection of 
his sketches. Xi Cheng’s wish was to have a chance to pilot a plane in a flight simulator. 

But Xi Cheng was apprehensive about proceeding with his wish after his classmate told 
Xi Cheng that he experienced a scary and turbulent flight on a small plane previously. 
To counter that, we planned a couple of activities to ease Xi Cheng into his “flight”.

First, he was sent a book on planes where he began sketching more planes and 
cockpits zealously. A reflection of his attention to details, Xi Cheng even took the time to 
design every individual seat in his drawings.

Xi Cheng then visited Temasek Polytechnic’s Aviation Academy, where a flight simulator 
programme taught him how to control a plane. He also got to check out a plane - the 
Hawker 700 business jet - more closely for the first time in his life, and was allowed to 
enter the cockpit to look at its controls. 

Wish Stories

“I wish to be a bird doctor!”
  Imranul, 11, chronic myeloid leukemia

Imranul, aged 11, suffers from chronic myeloid leukaemia and underwent a bone 
marrow transplant last year. A smart and inquisitive boy, his favourite animals are 
birds and he aspires to become a veterinarian (or bird doctor in his own words) when 
he grows up. 

Thanks to the team at Jurong Bird Park, we arranged for a very special day for Imranul 
which would give him behind-the-scenes access to the bird hospital and a chance to 
work alongside the Park’s veterinarian. 

But first, Imranul had to learn his veterinary ropes! He was given fact sheets on the 
various birds he would meet at the park and a simple test. He passed with flying 
colours and received his “Master of Veterinary Studies”, along with a pair of scrubs 
and a stethoscope. Now he was all ready to be a vet!

Finally, with kind support from Singapore Airlines PPS Club, Xi Cheng donned the full pilot suit 
(with genuine SIA pilot wings) and toured the heritage hall at the SIA Training Centre. Cabin 
crew at the training centre greeted him “Good afternoon, Captain!”, which made him blush. 

After a briefing, he finally had his chance to “fly” the iconic Boeing 777 plane in the flight 
simulator – without any turbulence!

Xi Cheng’s father, said he was glad his son had the opportunity to go on such an outing. “For 
parents of sick children, the situation can sometimes feel sad and hopeless. When they go 
through chemotherapy, there are many side effects such as hair loss that make the kids feel 
abnormal. But when Make-A-Wish came in... he was able to... feel like any other child with 
hopes and dreams for the future.”

On this wish day, Imranul and his family arrived at the Jurong Bird Park 
where he was presented with his very own zoo keeper uniform complete 
with a ‘Junior Vet’ badge. He joined the Park’s vet to learned how to 
perform an ultrasound, an x-ray and bandage a broken wing. Then he 
got to get up close and personal with penguins, parrots and an owl, and 
even helped to hand-feed a baby parrot!

After a hard day’s work, Imranul then befriended a beautiful blue and 
yellow macaw who skillfully made a painting just for Dr Imranul and 
his sister.
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“I wish to have a Liverpool FC Room”
  Sodiq, 8, congenital hypoventilation syndrome

An outgoing and energetic boy, Sodiq has a rare disorder which causes him to require 
life-long ventilatory support during sleep.

Despite his condition, Sodiq loves playing football and is an ardent fan of Liverpool 
Football Club (LFC) and adore players like Luiz Suarez, Steven Gerrard and Sadio 
Mane for their skills. Fond of the club’s camaraderie, the sociable boy’s wish is to have 
a Liverpool-themed room makeover.

Armed with a detailed makeover plan in mind, Sodiq had a clear aesthetic vision of 
how he wanted his room to look–with a Liverpool logo, red walls and a study area to 
reflect LFC colors.

Thanks to the team at Absolook Design Studio, Sodiq’s dream became 
a reality. A wallpaper simulating the Anfield stadium and an emblem 
of Liverpool plastered the walls. It was as if you were literally standing 
amongst other LFC fans in the stadium. Sodiq will never walk alone 
now! His wardrobe was re-furbished in bold red colours and a small 
study table was constructed for him. 

To sweeten his surprise, we also presented an X-Box gaming station 
containing the FIFA 17 game which he couldn’t wait to get his hands 
on! In addition, other gifts include Liverpool merchandises of a scarf, a 
Xbox controller skin, a piggy bank and a mug - courtesy of the Premier 
Football Liverpool. 

A party was organized for Sodiq on the day his “new room” was 
unveiled as a duo celebration since he just turned eight, 2 days before. 
The bubbly boy could not contain his excitement when he saw his 
room, his X-box and even the exquisitely customize LFC-themed cake. 

The sweet boy was so thankful that he prepared a touching speech to 
thank his Wish Granting team and the team at Absolook Design Studio.

Wish Stories
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OUR VOLUNTEERS
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Our Volunteers

Our unsung heros

Our incredible volunteers are the true engines of Make-A-Wish! 

Their dedication towards wish granting and our events are admirable. Without them, wishes of many 
children would not have been made possible.

In 2016, our volunteers committed to an astounding 16,500 hours of their time and positively impact 
120 wish children and 480 members of their families.
 
Here are some highlights from the year :

Meet Suzanne

Don’t be fooled by her cheerful and bubbly personality, Suzanne 
is a force to be reckon with when it comes to wish granting. On 
her 9th wish, she holds the title of the highest number of wishes 
granted in 2016.

It is also safe to say that she has completed every type of wishes. 
She first came in to contact with MAW in 2012, at a tea party 
hosted at Gardens by the Bay. At the time, her nephew was a 
wish child and the act of granting wishes seemed like a noble act 
of kindness.

Being a wish granter at MAW has allowed her to meet children 
from all ages with vastly different kinds of conditions. If it were 
up to her, Suzanne would want to grant every single one of their 
wishes!

According to Suzanne, “What is a wish? Wouldn’t it be great 
if everyone could have one? For a child who visits the hospital 
more than the playground, tastes medicines more than sweets, 
feels needles more than crayons, and sees medical workers 
more than playmates. He certainly deserves to be granted a 
wish. That is where the foundation comes into play where we 
turn wishes into reality. We want to bring a smile back on the 
child’s face, bring him a rainbow of hope and to experience joy 
again. Knowing someone cares for him and listens to him would 
give him strength to face the troubles of tomorrow. I am indeed 
fortunate to be a part of Make-A-Wish Foundation Singapore 
family.”

*Suzanne’s story was featured 
on the 2nd Oct 2016’s edition 
of The New Paper.
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Ms. Fadzilah Kamsin, Child Life Specialist from National University Hospital 
giving insights on what families go through when a child is critically ill, and 
tips on how to better communicate with children to uncover their one true 
wish.

Ms Sarah Downie, General Manager - Wishes, Volunteering & Community at 
Make-A-Wish Australia, ran a workshop with our Wish Granters to share her 
team’s incredible amount of knowledge in wish granting and in creating a 
lasting wish impact.

Mr. Seshasaye Kanthamraju, Executive Director – Communications & 
Citizenship from The Walt Disney Company Southeast Asia, brought Wish 
Granters on an interactive journey to learn how to transform ideas into 
experiences by breaking the boundaries and creative thinking.

Different workshops are organised throughout the year for our 
Wish Granters to develop skills so that we can keep bringing the 
best wish experience to every child. 

Ms. Fadzilah Kamsin

Mr. Seshasaye Kanthamraju

Ms. Sarah Downie
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Volunteers Appreciation Party 2016

Make-A-Wish Singapore hosted a games themed Volunteer 
Appreciation Party for our ‘angels’ - the volunteers who were 
out with us at our Charity Golf event, Santa Run for Wishes, at 
our Christmas Party for our Wish Children, and our volunteer 
Wish Granters who helped us grant wishes. 
 
At the appreciation party, volunteers decked in sports attire 
enjoyed fun games from LEGO brick-building to aiming Nerf 
guns and darts at targets. Best-dressed volunteers were also 
made to do a catwalk - to wild cheers and lots of noise, no less 
- to win attractive prizes.

Besides a mini-award presentation ceremony, Make-A-Wish 
staff also did a surprise dance routine to wow the audience. 
And thanks to the good folks at Hive by Wala Wala who let 
us hold our raucous, roaring party at their venue, we hope our 
volunteers had a great time!
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Fundraising Events

CITI-YMCA YOUTH FOR CAUSES

Citi-YMCA Youth for Causes 2016 is a special 6-month collaboration 
between Make-A-Wish Singapore and Team Dreamcatcher, a group of four 
dedicated Year 5 students from Dunman High School.

These students spent their June holidays creating beautiful dreamcatchers 
with cheap materials like metal wires, yarn and even feathers from a 
feather duster.

They peddle their wares in bazaars and also created an Instagram account 
to encourage the public to support Make-A-Wish through volunteering, on-
line donation and purchase of its merchandise. The committed team raised 
a total of $6,020 for Make-A-Wish Singapore. Well done Team 
Dreamcatcher!

ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF

EARLE SWENSEN’S OFFICIAL OPENING

On 20th April 2016, many individuals and corporate executives converged 
at Sentosa Golf Club’s, Serapong Course, a world-class championship course 
for the Make-A-Wish annual charity golf event.

Besides a fun afternoon of networking in good company, the golfers also 
enjoyed going up against each other for a worthy cause. 

An auction cum Wish Adoption Dinner was held in the evening and thanks 
to many generous sponsors who donated various items to Make-A-Wish, 
more than $280,000 was raised from the event with the generous support of 
golfers, donors and supporters. 

We are also grateful to the many volunteers who took time to help at the 
event, making the iconic Charity Golf, a successful and fabulous one. 

To mark the momentous occasion of their official opening at Westgate, Earle 
Swensen’s invited our beneficiaries to dine at their new outlet and even donated 
$10,000 in conjunction with this joyous event. Thanks to their kind support, our 
Wish Kids had a wonderful gastronomic experience at the popular diner.
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THE SCHOOLING EFFECT

Make-A-Wish is proud to be a partner and beneficiary of The Schooling Effect, 
a movement inspired by Joseph Schooling’s momentous feat at the Rio Olympics 
2016. Schooling’s first event was the launch of his pictorial book and concept 
MRT train on 11 November 2016 that featured his images and inspirational 
quotes from his parents. Minister Tan Chuan-Jin also signed and presented 
a pledge to Make-A-Wish, a symbolic gesture of nurturing a more inclusive 
society. The pledge was created as part of the book ‘Hello, My Name Is Joseph 
Schooling’ to encourage and inspire people to dare to dream.
 
On 19 November, Joseph launched the Watsons Dream Tree initiative together 
with Wish Children, Bryan, Raphael, Dennis and Anastasia at the Watsons outlet 
at Ngee Ann City. As part of the initiative, Watsons also donated $5,000 to 
the foundation. 

Another group of Wish Children, Joshua Ong, Joshua Koh and Kye Feng were 
invited to meet Schooling on 24 November at the Kallang Wave Mall where 
Liberty Insurance and Porsche Asia Pacific also presented Make-A-Wish CEO, 
Judy Lim, with donations of $5,000 and $18,000 respectively. 

SANTA RUN FOR WISHES

Held for the third consecutive year, the Make-A-Wish signature fundraiser was back 
for more Christmas fun and participants were wowed by the picturesque setting of 
beautiful pavilions, lush lawns and elegant palm trees at the scenic Gardens by The 
Bay East. 

Despite a torrential downpour on race day, it was heartening to see many turning up 
in creative costumes, bright smiles and plenty of good cheer - making the event an 
overall success. 

Runners donned in Elf and Santa t-shirts up the festive vibes with their delightful red 
and green garb. Ms. Grace Fu, Minister for Culture, Community and Youth was 
Guest-of-Honour for the event. She gamely joined in a fun session of Zumba exercises, 
before flagging off the run with Santa Run Ambassadors, C. Kunalan and Dipna 
Lim Prasad.

She also presented tokens of appreciation to major sponsors like NTUC 
FairPrice Foundation.

Entertainment galore ranged from live music performances to carnival stations, kiddy 
rides, free popcorn and candy floss. Lucky draw prizes included 10 attractive WMF 
sets, Kiehl’s skincare and the top prize of a 4D3N Club Med Cherating resort stay.

Thanks to the generosity of participants and corporate supporters, this event raised 
more than $700,000. It was a truly magical evening where families, couples and 
friends bonded. 

Fundraising Events



I  23Fundraising Events



24  I

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

On 26 November 2016, over 1,000 Wish Children and their families gathered 
at Gardens By The Bay East to celebrate the season of love and joy. 

With glorious views of the Marina Bay skyline, Bay East Gardens was 
transformed into a wonderland of bright lights and colorful decor. Volunteers were 
decked out in Reindeer outfits and Santa hats, and welcomed families with warm 
smiles as they arrived. 

Children whizzed happily from booth to booth and enjoyed a myriad of carnival 
games and activities. The air brush tattoo and face painting stations were hot 
favourites that saw never-ending snaking queues! Many of the children also went 
home with specially curated prizes donated by the generous public. 

For the Wish Children, this party was a fabulous outing to enjoy the festivities and 
revel in some cherished Christmas cheer.

Fundraising Events
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Donors and Supporters

Platinum Star Supporters 
$50,000 and Above

NTUC Fairprice Foundation Limited 

Diamond Star Supporters 
$20,000 - $49,999

Courts Asia Limited
Drew & Napier LLC
Heinz Karl Puth
Integro Technologies Pte Ltd
Marina Bay Sands Pte Ltd
Mavis Khoo Bee Geok
Singapore Totalisator Board

Gold Star Supporters 
$10,000 - $19,999

Borneo Motors (Singapore) Pte Ltd
Cheng Kar Yee Carol
Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore
Daniel Or Lay Huat
Fortuna Scientific Private Ltd
Hive by Wala Wala
Kellogg Asia Marketing Inc
Lee Foundation Singapore
Lee Soon Teck
Office Planner Pte Ltd
Porsche Asia Pacific Pte Ltd
Routers Global Pte Ltd
Soren Bjerg
Union Energy Corporation Pte Ltd
Wong Sok Mei

Donors and Supporters26  I

Silver Star Supporters 
$5,000 - $9,999

ABR Holdings Ltd
Amber Electronics Pte Ltd
Ameropa Asia Pte Ltd
Appway Singapore Pte Ltd
Arvato Digital Services Pte Ltd
Carey Ang Shuqiong
Chen Voon Hoe
Cordlife Group Limited
Daimler South East Asia Pte Ltd
Dilhan Pillay Sandrasegara
Donald Lim Chee Wee
Johns Hopkins Singapore International 
Medical Centre Pte Ltd
Kee Kuan Yeo
Lee Guo Zheng
Liberty Insurance Pte Ltd
Mop Squad
Ng Eng Soon
Nicholas Narayanan
Ong Chin Jin Elvin
Pang Yoke Min
Paul Anantharajah Tambyah
Petredec Holdings (Eastern) Pte Ltd
Police Headquarters
Preqin
Puth Karl Heinz
SAP Asia Pte Ltd
Sembcorp Industries Ltd
Tak Products & Services Pte Ltd
Tan Soo Guan Keith
Teo Seow Phong Kelvin
The late Sim Ah Choo
The Shaw Foundation Pte
Wah Soon Marine Pte Ltd
Wu Ching Hsin
Youth for Causes (Dunman High)
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Bronze Star Supporters 
$1,000 - $4,999

Acco Technology Pte Ltd
Adroit Marine Pte Ltd
Alchemy Bistro Pte Ltd
Alka Chandiramani
Am-Med International Pte Ltd
Andrew Cheong Fook Onn
Ang Sia How Alzone
Arjun Jayaraman
Automated Micron Assembly Pte Ltd
Avalon Shipbrokers Pte Ltd
Bayshore Green Pte Ltd
Challenger Recreational Club
Cherie Hearts @ Bedok Central Pte Ltd
Cheryl Yeong Su Wen
Chiam Toon Woon
Chin Yau Seng
Choi Shing Kwok
Chong Wei Hong
Christopher Neil Comer
Christopher William Tillie
Chua Gek Lin
City Developments Limited
Continental Engineering Enterprise Pte Ltd
David Tan Tuan Heng
Dell
Derek Gerard Rodrigues
Edmund Siah
Elisa Ding Kit Yeng
Eton House Pre-School Pte Ltd
Eu Gene Goh
Expats Furniture Rental Pte Ltd
Gavin Smith
General Motors International Pte Ltd
Goh Yong Sen
Goh Yu-Ching Keith
Han Jae Senng
Hanny Djajadi
Happi Pte Ltd
Harriet M.Van Buerle
Hendricks Sutiono
Heng Puay Ling
Ho Mui Peng
IMG Singapore Pte Ltd
Inprodec Associates (S) Pte Ltd

International Neurosurgery Associates Pte Ltd
Iris Lew Kim Peng
Jan Smits
Jason Rosenthal
Jebsen & Jessen Technology (S) Pte Ltd
Jenny Godjali - Michelle Liew
Jeremy Bach
Joey Chang
June Yip Yoke Ping
Kangqi staff
Kingdom Bakery Pte Ltd
Koh Liang Wee
Kulicke & Soffa Pte Ltd
Lakeside Grove Neighbourhood Committee
Lawrence Soh
Lee Chor Yong
Lee Poh Heng
Lek Han Wei Christopher
Leong Hon Kiit Kelvin Josiah
Leong Kah Wah
Leung Sze Tsun Kevin
Levi Strauss Asia Pacific Division
Li Lap Fung Richard
Li Wai Wing
Lian Whye Meng
Liew Kuan Chang Paul
Lim Wee Hann
Lim Wei Loong Ian
Lim Wen Pin Melvin
Lock Wai Peng
Loi Chin Heng
Loy Chung Kian
M Rajaram
Map Pacific Pte Ltd
Mark W Adams
Mary Ang Santoso
Maxium Marketing Pte Ltd
MCL Land Ltd
Michael Lentwyler
Mildred Ng Suat Ling
Muniandy Raguraman
N Sreenivasan
Neo Jinn Cherng Benny
Neo Kah Kiat
Ng Choon Huay
Nicholas & Michelle Macomson
NTUC Income Insurance Co-Operative Limited
NVPC
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Bronze Star Supporters 
$1,000 - $4,999 

Outsource Asia Industries (2008) Pte Ltd
Pauline Han Lin Jee
Raymond Khoo Tin Wan
Richard Fam Shou Kwong
Richard Ong
SAIS PTA
Samantha Seah
Sanjay Varma
Seah Construction Pte Ltd
Seah Wei Kok Mike
See Chew An
Seet Tze Yang
Shangri-La Hotel Ltd
Shirley Crystal Chua
Sia Chiew Shin
Socomec Asia Pacific Pte Ltd
Stamford American International School Pte Ltd
Stanley Teo
Start Now Pte Ltd
Stefanie Yuen Thio
Stephen Allan Elrick
Tan Cheok Leng
Tan Chuan Thye
Tan Gek Gnee

Tan Hui Ping
Tan Kok Poh
Tan Mei Li Bridget
Tan Ying Kiat
Tan Zhen Han
Tee Hai Chem Pte Ltd
Tee Wee Sien
TeleScience Singapore Pte Ltd
Teo Joo Kim
Teo Soon Ann Spencer
Tuck Mei Printing Pte Ltd
Under the Bridge fundraiser
Vanessa Montgomerie
Vincent Tan
Wee Heng Lian Vincent
Wheelock College Singapore
Woo Su Yong Gavin
Woodlands Ring Secondary School
Yeo Ngoh Kim
Yeo Soo Hin
Yeong Bou Wai
Yeow Bee Huat
YMCA - Youth for Causes
Zodiac Aerospace Services Pte Ltd
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Make-A-Wish In the News
It was a busy year for Make-A-Wish Singapore and here are 
some of the highlights from the press in 2016.

*Sean and his wish was featured on the 8th December 2016’s 
  edition of The New Paper

Game on for a 12 year old with cancer

In December, it was a joyous occasion for our Wish Child, Sean.

Diagnosed with lymphoblastic leukaemia in February, he asked for a gaming 
laptop so that he can keep his spirits up after chemotherapy.

Together with ONE FM 91.3 morning show’s hosts Glenn Ong, The Flying 
Dutchman and executive producer/presenter Andre Hoeden, Sean got more 
gaming equipment than he could ever imagined. He had a huge grin across 
his face when he received all his gifts.

Make-A-Wish Singapore would like to thank Razer, Secretlab, LG and lastly, 
ONE FM 91.3 fm for making Sean’s dream come true.

Special thanks to Children Cancer Society for referring Sean to Make-A-Wish 
Singapore.
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*Events were featured on 19th November

Olympic champion inspiring our 
wish children

We all know him as Singapore’s first Olympic gold medallist but 
did you know that he loves helping children too?

In November, Joseph had a meet and greet with our wish 
children and he took time off to chauffeur our wish children 
around in a Porsche Cayenne. Our wish children were elated to 
meet the Olympic champion.

Because of the Schooling Effect, Make-A-Wish Singapore 
received a total of $28,000 from Watsons, Porsche and Liberty 
Insurance. And these generous donations will help us grant more 
wishes and put more smiles on our wish children.

2016’s edition of TODAY and 24th 
November 2016’s of the 
The Straits Times.
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Statement of Financial Position

ASSETS

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Properties, plant & equipment

CURRENT ASSETS

Deposits

Other debtors & prepayments

Fixed Deposits

Cash & bank balances

TOTAL ASSETS

FUND AND LIABILITIES

FUND

Accumulated fund

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accruals and other creditors

Term loan

Deferred Care and Share grant

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Term loan

Care and Share grant

Deferred Care and Share grant

TOTAL FUND AND LIABILITIES

31 DEC 2016
$

3,823,923

12,710

224,139

1,036,738

2,052,747

3,326,334

7,150,257

$

5,096,983

136,724

43,106

30,384

210,214

1,172,725

628,601

41,734

1,843,060

7,150,257

31 DEC 2015
$

3,924,467

33,850

140,955

1,000,000

2,080,788

3,255,593

7,180,060

$

5,147,157

101,394

41,137

28,156

170,687

1,217,203

581,808

63,205

1,862,216

7,180,060

Financial Statements
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Statement of Financial Activities

INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary income

Income from fund-raising activities

Investment income

Other income

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Programme services

Fund-raising expenses

Governance costs

Interest expense

TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED

Net movement in fund

2016
572,842

1,227,806

13,737

58,552

1,872,937

2016
1,213,206

454,038

220,104

35,763

1,923,111

(50,174)

2015
523,080

1,208,874

14,162

70,755

1,816,871

2015
887,596

333,914

316,776

48,897

1,587,183

229,688

Financial Statements
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Statement of Cash Flows

Operating Activities:

(Deficit)/ surplus for the year

Adjustment for:

Depreciation

Interest income

Operating cash flows before working fund changes

Add/ (Less) changes in working fund:

Other debtors & deposits

Accruals & Care and Share grants

Net cash from Operating Activities

Investing Activities:

Purchase of properties, plant & equipment

Interest income

Net cash from/ (used in) Investing Activities

Financing Activities:

Term loan

Net cash used in Financing Activities

Cash and cash equivalents:

Net change

At beginning of year

At end of year

2016
$

(    50,174)

112,784

(    13,738)

48,872

(    62,043)

62,879

49,708

(    12,240)

13,738

1,498

(     42,509)

(    42,509)

8,697

3,080,788

3,089,485

2015
$

229,688

117,354

(    14,162)

332,880

(    158,859)

520,579

694,600

(    34,469)

14,162

(    20,307)

(    35,792)

(    35,792)

638,501

2,442,287

3,080,788

Financial Statements
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There is no key management personnel who receives more than $100,000 in annual remuneration each in 

both 2016 and 2015.

NUMBER OF KEY MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL
IN REMUNERATION BANDS:

MANAGEMENT OF FINANCIAL RESERVES

The primary objective in the management of the Foundation’s reserve is to ensure that it maintains strong and 

healthy level of reserves and working fund ratio in order to support its operation. The Foundation has a cash 

reserve policy of holding not more than 3 years’ operating expenditure. Such reserve shall be invested in 

financially prudent deposits.

Financial Statements
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Code Description

Are there Board members holding staff appointments? 

There is a maximum term limit of four consecutive 

years for the Treasurer position (or equivalent, e.g. 

Finance Committee Chairman). 

There are Board committees (or designated Board 

members) with documented terms of reference.

The Board meets regularly with a quorum of at least 

one-third or at least three members, whichever is 

greater (or as required by the governing instrument).

There are documented procedures for Board members 

and staff to declare actual or potential conflicts of 

interest to the Board. 

Board members do not vote or participate in 

decision-making on matters where they have a conflict 

of interest.

The Board reviews and approves the vision and 

mission of the charity. They are documented and 

communicated to its members and the public.

The Board approves and reviews a strategic plan for 

the charity to ensure that the activities are in line with 

its objectives.

The Board approves documented human resource 

policies for staff.

There are systems for regular supervision, appraisal 

and professional development of staff.

S/No.

1

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Code ID

1.1.6

1.2.1

1.3.1

2.1

2.4

3.1.1

3.2.2

5.1

5.6

Compliance

No

Complied

Complied

Complied

Complied

Complied

Complied

Complied

Complied

Complied

Governance Evaluation Checklist

BOARD GOVERNANCE

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

STRATEGIC PLANNING

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Governance Evaluation Checklist
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Code Description

The Board ensures internal control systems for financial 

matters are in place with documented procedures. 

The Board ensures reviews on the charity’s controls, 

processes, key programmes and events.

The Board approves an annual budget for the charity’s 

plans and regularly monitors its expenditure.

The charity discloses its reserves policy in the annual 

report.

Does the charity invest its reserves?

Donations collected are properly recorded and 

promptly deposited by the charity.

The charity makes available to its stakeholders an 

annual report that includes information on its 

programmes, activities, audited financial statements, 

Board members and executive management.

Are Board members remunerated for their Board 

services?

Does the charity employ paid staff?

No staff is involved in setting his or her own 

remuneration.

The charity discloses in its annual report the annual 

remuneration of its three highest paid staff who each 

receives remuneration exceeding $100,000, in bands 

of $100,000. If none of its top three highest paid staff 

receives more than $100,000 in annual remuneration 

each, the charity discloses this fact.

The charity accurately portrays its image to its 

members, donors and the public.

S/No.

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

24

25

26

27

Code ID

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.2.1

6.4.1

7.2.2

8.1

2.2

8.3

9.1

Compliance

Complied

Complied

Complied

Complied

No

Complied

Complied

No

Yes

Complied

Complied

Complied

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND CONTROLS

FUNDRAISING PRACTICES

PUBLIC IMAGE

DISCLOSURE AND TRANSPARENCY

Governance Evaluation Checklist

WHISTLEBLOWING POLICY
Make-A-Wish Foundation (Singapore) Limited has a whistleblowing policy for internal staff and external stakeholders to highlight their 

concerns in relation to all forms of unlawful conduct, financial malpractice, danger to the public, etc. An email and contact number is 

made available on the Make-A-Wish Singapore website.
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You, your family and friends, company or organisation can 
make a difference in the life of a Wish Child through our 
Adopt-A-Wish program. For a donation of $5,000 or more, 
you can be a Wish Adopter and know that your gift was 
sufficient to grant a wish in entirety. In both instances, you will 
receive a report of the wish that you made possible.

You, your company, association, school, or club can create 
a fundraising event of your own to benefit the Wish Children 
of Singapore. This greatly supports the wishes we grant each 
year. Some examples of external events that have made 
dreams come true over the years are car washes, walk-a-thons, 
anniversary celebrations, exhibitions, annual dinner and 
dances, concerts, golf tournaments, dress down casual days, 
customer appreciation days, bake sales or donation of sales 
proceeds.

Many of our fundraising events and wishes are made 
possible through pro bono services and in-kind (free or 
deeply discounted) donations, including:

Make-A-Wish holds fundraising events same 
with both auctions and lucky draws. If you 
would like to donate a new or collectible 
item e.g., electronic items, branded bags, 
dining, or shopping vouchers, hotel stays, 
mobile phones, please contact our office at 
6334 9474.

Our Wish Granter often contact community 
members for wish gifts or services. These in-
kind donations, e.g., party venue, food and 
beverage, PSPs, Wiis, shopping vouvhers, 
laptops, entertainment, etc. help bring 
wishes to life or add that special touch that 
brings and extra sparkle to a child’s eyes.

This monthly giving via GIRO allows you to make a difference 
in the lives of these children - without you writing cheques or 
mailing envelopes. Once you sign up, there is nothing else for 
you to do. You regular contributions will continue to support 
Make-A-Wish in its cause on an on-going basis.

Visit makeawish.org.sg for more information on how to 
become a regular donor.

Ask guests attending your party or function to make a donation 
to Make-A-Wish instead of bringing a gift. We will sned thank 
you letters to your guests in appreciation of their donations in 
conjunction with your party or function.

Many companies offer a matching gifts program, which could 
double your donation to Make-A-Wish Singapore. Check with 
your company’s personnel or HR department and team up with 
your employer to create memories that will last forever.

When you organize a house-warming party, Christmas party, 
etc,. ask your guests to make a donation to us, instead of 
bringing a gift. We will be able to issue a tax deductible 
receipt or thank-you letter to your guests of he or she makes a 
donation of more than $50.

Students can share the Power of a Wish too! Organise your 
own fundraising activities with your peers and classmates.
We would love to hear about your plans and ideas. We can 
also provide you with assistance to help make your project a 
complete success.

Email info@makeawish.org.sg to find out how you can make 
a difference.

8. SCHOOLS & UNIVERSITIES
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