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“I wish to be a ballerina!”
Ezri, 8
acute lymphoblastic leukaemia
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Leadership Message

As you would see from the stories included in this Wishing Well, it is without doubt our wish
children are the most excited and happy during their wish journeys from start to end, when their wishes are eventually 
granted. 
 
As someone who continues to see them after their wishes were granted, I would like to share the amazing magical 
transformation I see in the children and their families. The wish children are often happier, holding on to the fond 
experiences of their wish journeys and wishes. These precious memories are a great distraction and source of strength for 
them, as they continue to deal with the challenges along their illness journey. I have had parents who come up to me and 
thank us for referring their children to Make-A-Wish. They have never thought that there would be people who would give 
so much to them. 
 
The impact of the wish is not just on the children and their families, but it also impacts the entire village who cares for the 
children and that includes the healthcare team, our staff and volunteers. 
 
And the wish effect lingers more than what you and I would expect. 
 
I would like to share a short story of a wish granted almost 10 years ago. Andy was a 10-year-old boy with brain cancer in 
2012, and he received his wish of a visiting Sentosa, his childhood favourite place, during his last days. It was a massive 
undertaking to fulfil his wish because of he was very sick. Yet the wish granters then did miracles to give Andy a magical 
experience. Andy passed on in the same year. 9 years later, Andy’s mother visited me in the hospital, and talked about the 
enjoyable time Andy had in Sentosa. This wish experience stayed with her all these years and gave her family the strength, 
and a precious memory to live by. 
 
This is magic of single wish. It impacts not just the child, but everyone connected with it. And it is long lasting, even if the 
child is no longer with us. This is something I realised for a while now, that medical treatment alone can never achieve. And 
that’s my own reason why I am here today with Make-A-Wish.
 
It has been a difficult 2 years for all of us with the Covid-19 pandemic. Yet there remains new children with critical 
illnesses, and they actually do need us more than ever. The pandemic created anxiety and fear among them and their 
families –the children are often immunocompromised, and are not yet eligible to be vaccinated. This has often led to 
isolation of the child and family with a lack of community support. It was also challenging for Make-A-Wish as we tried our 
best to figure out ways to continue to grant wishes of our children but yet ensuring theirs, their families’ as well as our 
wish granters’ safety and well-being. 
 
Beyond the pandemic, with medical advances, the truth is our children surviving critical illnesses more than ever, and we 
are also evolving our role to fulfil a dying wish to one of granting a recovery wish, to provide hope and strength to our 
children and their families in the difficult illness journey.  We also hope to evolve Make-A-Wish to not just granting a wish, 
but instead create long lasting impacts and relationships amongst our children, families, wish granters, social workers, 
medical team. Together, we can create a Make-a-Wish family and community of support, with continual stories of hope 
and inspiration that we can all draw strength from. 
 
As we enter into the new year, 2022 would mark the 20th anniversary of Make-A-Wish Singapore! On behalf of everyone 
at Make-A-Wish, I truly thank all our staff, volunteers, donors, for so selflessly giving us, the children and their families 
your precious support, time and commitment. We look forward to your continual support to sustain our mission of: 
Together, we create life-changing wishes for children with critical illnesses.

Sincerely,
Dr Jeremy Lin

As a doctor who often sees children with brain injuries and who has a critical illness, I truly 
believe in the mission and work of Make-A-Wish. 
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EVENTS HIGHLIGHT

Mother’s Day:

Message From

Wish Children

“I like to play and makan with 
my mummy. I love my mummy 

because I just love her!”

Aariz, 3, spinal muscular atrophy
“I wish my wheelchair could fly!”

“I love my mama because she is nice 
and pretty. We like painting together 
every Sunday morning. Sometimes 
we get into a fight but after that we 

get along again.”

Si Xuan, 6, biliary atresia
“I wish to meet Queen Elsa!”

This Nurses’ Day, we delivered snack boxes to KK Women's and 
Children's Hospital (KKH), and National University Hospital (NUH) to 
celebrate their dedication and hardwork. Nurses have been strong allies 
in every wish journey – from making the referral, to guiding us on the 
wish child’s likes and dislikes, to helping us build rapport with the 
families. Some of them even volunteer with us as wish granters!

Celebrating

Superhero Nurses

“The greatest satisfaction I have at work is 
to see patients coming back to the hospital 
after completing their treatment knowing 
that I was part of the care that have made 
them healthy again. The opportunity of 
being a wish granter allows me to connect 
with them at a deeper level and follow them 
through the passage of adversity to hope. 
This unique experience is fulfilling to me 
both personally and professionally!”

Meet Yan Yin
KKH, Paediatric Oncology and
Bone Marrow Transplant

“I decided to join Make-A-Wish Singapore 
as a volunteer as I saw its meaningful 
purpose and the hope it brings to my 
patients. Being a paediatric oncology nurse, 
I have the privilege to personally witness the 
power of a wish and it’s ripple effects on the 
family and community around the children, 
and it has also greatly impacted me.”

Meet Clara Su
Assistant Nurse Clinician, Khoo Teck Puat
– National University Children’s Medical
Institute, NUH

Watch our wish children & team’s 
message for these superhero nurses!
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EVENTS HIGHLIGHT

From 29 April 2021 to 31 March 2022, Burberry will be 
donating 10% of their sales proceeds from the last Friday 
of each month from their Singapore stores to 
Make-A-Wish Singapore.

Burberry Singapore

Give the gift of hope with Endowus
Endowus launched the Giving Machine programme from November to December 
2021, which has both physical and virtual vending machines for the public to donate 
to different charities including Make-A-Wish Singapore.

The charity vending machines were set up islandwide at KINEX, United Square, 
Marina Square, and Velocity, where donors could easily choose their desired 
donation amount. A total of $5,527 was raised from this campaign.

Partnerships
This year we have collaborated with various like-minded partners to raise funds to grant more life-changing wishes.

We are on Grab Rewards from now 
till 30 Jun 2022. Help make wishes 
come true today with your Grab 
rewards points!

Follow these steps to redeem:
1) Launch the Grab app
2) Go to Rewards
3) Search Make-A-Wish Singapore

Grab Singapore

Together with Lendlease Malls, 
313@somerset, Jem, Parkway 
Parade, and Paya Lebar Quarter, 
customers could donate their 
Plus$ via the Lendlease Plus app 
in the month of December 2021. 
Every 2,000 Plus$ (worth $1) 
contributed, $1 was donated to 
Make-A-Wish Singapore.

Lendlease: Wish 
Upon A Merry Tale

Project Astralis Project Iridescent Team Patronus

This year, we have 10 teams supporting our cause, 
raising a total amount of $49,788. Each team 
consists of four student leaders who championed 
their respective projects and spread awareness 
within their community. Congratulations to Project 
Astralis and Project Iridescent for acheiving 
Distinction Award and Team Patronus on acheiving 
Merit Award. 

Thank you to the 10 teams for supporting 
Make-A-Wish Singapore:
Project Astraea,
Project Astralis,
Team Boundless Love,
Project Hope,
Project Iridescent,
Project Lykke,
Team Nova,
Team Patronus,
Tram Sandy,
Team Wish Upon A Star.

Youth For Causes



World Wish Day
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In celebration of the anniversary of the first wish that inspired the founding of Make-A-Wish, we have 
launched a social movement, #WishesComeTrueBlue, which encouraged members of the public to 
wear blue on 29 April to show their support for Make-A-Wish and all children with critical illnesses. As 
part of the celebration, we also released three limited-edition custom face masks, designed by our wish 
children. This series of masks shares a message of hope for everyone around them.

Joanna’s design was deeply inspired by her wish 
journey to live a meaningful and positive life. The 
dandelions represent her hope for everyone to not
be afraid to start afresh while the dreamcatcher 
illustrates her wish for us to only dream good things 
and new beginnings every day.

Designed by Joanna, 16

Arshad is a non-communicative child and his sister 
designed this mask with a wish for Arshad to be able
to enjoy the taste of her favourite sweets and snacks. 
The design is also to remind us to pause and enjoy 
the simple pleasures of life. 

sister of wish child Arshad, 8
Designed by Yasmin, 6

This piece is inspired by Amelia’s love for travel and 
exploration, and her wish to travel to Japan. She is 
eager to experience the post-pandemic future 
where everyone to be able to remove their mask 
and breathe in the fresh air.

Designed by Amelia, 19

Support children with critical illnesses and 

purchase these masks at http://bit.ly/mawfacemask.



Santa Run for Wishes 2021
Santa Run for Wishes 2021 saw an outpouring of support from the public, with participation from 1,953 runners from 
1-19 December 2021. This is our second virtual run and there is no registration fee to required this year.

The annual community and fundraising event recorded a total distance of 69,614.51km – well ahead of the initial aim of 
21,517km – the distance from Singapore to the North Pole to bring Santa back to Singapore to spread the festive joy. 
Leading up to the race period, participants in the run also took part in exciting activities such as monthly lucky draws, 
Best Dressed competition, On-The-Run Art challenge and more. We have raised over $400,000 for our wish granting 
programmes.

Special mentions to Raymond Fong, the Longest Distance Runner this year, clocking in an impressive 1,070.96km, Team 
EZSANTA for clocking 3,041.19km, winning the Longest Distance as a team, and Priscilla Quek (@prisquek), winner of 
the Best Dressed Contest. Team EZSANTA also raised a total of $9,466 making them the Top Fundraiser for this year.

This year, together with SAP volunteers, we were able to go around Singapore to deliver toys to 320 wish children, as 
part of the Santa on Wheels initiative to bring the celebration to their homes during this festive season.

Big thanks to our sponsors:
FairPrice Foundation (Presenting Sponsor)
Burberry (Star Sponsor)
Atomy (Angel Sponsor)
SAP (Angel Sponsor)
Allianz SE Reinsurance Asia (Friends of Santa Run)
Citrix (Friends of Santa Run)
Tate & Lyle (Friends of Santa Run)
Atos Wellness (In-Kind Sponsor)
F&N (In-Kind Sponsor)
Lendlease and 313@somerset (In-Kind Sponsors)
Focus Media (Official OOH Media Sponsor)
Suntec Singapore (Official OOH Media Sponsor)

Catch the event highlights of
Santa Run for Wishes 2021! 



06     WISHING WELL     ISSUE 46

WISH STORIES

8-year-old Ezri was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic 
leukaemia four years ago and one of the things that kept 
her going through the many medical procedures was the 
times she played dress-up as a ballerina, twirling and 
dancing in tutus with her sister Ivee.

Ezri’s wish was to become a ballerina and perform both a 
ballet duet with her sister and a solo ballet dance in front 
of her family and friends. Her ballet teacher, Ms Viv, who 
had been coaching her for two years, was instrumental in 
helping Ezri prepare for her wish day. Weeks leading up to 
her wish day, Ezri ramped up rehearsals and private 
practices at home, and also sent out customised 
invitations to her guests.

On her wish day, Ezri and her family had an exclusive, 
behind-the-scenes tour at the Singapore Dance Theatre, 
before getting ready for her dance performances. The 
backstage tour was very inspiring to Ezri and gave her a 
glimpse into the life of a professional ballerina.

Ms Viv helped Ezri and Ivee get ready with their stage 
make-up and hair before donning exquisite and dazzling 
ballerina dresses, gifted by a friend.

Ezri and Ivee first performed a duet titled, Enchanted 
Garden, choreographed by Ms Viv, which showcases 
the sisters as fairies in the garden picking flowers. The 
solo performance by Ezri was a little excerpt from the 
repertoire, The Sleeping Beauty Act III, with Ezri taking 
on the role of the Crystal Fountain Fairy who gives the 
gift of purity, honesty, sincerity, and integrity to 
Sleeping Beauty.

At the end of the wish day, the family had a symbolic 
ritual with Ezri throwing away the cup that was used to 
hold the chemotherapy medicine, to symbolise her 
readiness to move forward into the future as the new 
Ezri - brave, courageous and resilient, emerging 
stronger from what she has been through.

“I WISH TO BE A BALLERINA!”
Ezri, 8, acute lymphoblastic leukaemia

Wish granters: Calvin Lim and Serene Koh
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17-year-old Jovan is an acute myeloid leukaemia 
survivor and online gaming enthusiast who wishes to 
organise his own Valorant gaming tournament to raise 
funds for the charities of his choice - Children's Cancer 
Foundation and Make-A-Wish Singapore.

Jovan has been through the toughest of treatments 
since 2019 and as it was the start of the pandemic, 
Jovan’s wish capture took quite a while before he 
decided on his wish. Organised at a huge scale by 
Secretlab and The Gym Esportscentre, there were 
three other preset teams formed by well-known 
streamers, along with Jovan’s team which consisted of 
his friends & brother on Wish Day. Throughout the 
tournament, Jovan had the ability to make changes to 
the map and gameplay and he was also involved in the 
casting for the finals. Jovan was also surprised with 
tons of gifts and special shoutout videos from Jovan’s 
favourite Valorant players, along with a limited edition 
Secretlab chair. At the end of wish day, Jovan had 
raised $4,721, surpassing his original target by four 
folds! 

Big thanks to The Gym Esportscentre and Secretlab 
for making Jovan’s wish come true.

“I WISH TO
ORGANISE A 
GAMING 
TOURNAMENT
TO RAISE FUNDS 
FOR CHARITY!”
Jovan, 17, acute myeloid leukaemia

Wish granters: Jade Koh and Wesley Chan

Jovan’s wish
marks the

1,700th wish
granted by

Make-A-Wish Singapore!
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WISH STORIES

6-year-old Ke Yun is diagnosed with Langerhans cell histiocytosis and escapes the realities of her illness 
through Disney’s Frozen movie. As a mega fan of Queen Elsa from Frozen the movie, her wish was none other 
than wanting to be like Queen Elsa, cutting through the seas!

Ke Yun and her family went on an Frozen-themed sea adventure on her wish day, starting with a VIP tour of 
the S.E.A. Aquarium where she came up close with her favourite dolphins! They then headed to her “Frozen 
Wonderland” Ocean suite that is fully decked in Frozen and Elsa themed decorations and balloons with an 
underwater view of over 40,000 marine fishes in her room. A full-sized backdrop of the enchanted forest was 
also set up, where Ke Yun and her family had their photoshoot. To make her wish day extra special, Ke Yun 
also received personalised video messages from Elsa and Anna, a note written by Elsa and autographed 
photos by the movie characters! They ended her wish day with a City Skyline yacht tour and a Frozen-themed 
cake to celebrate her day of magical adventure!

“I WISH TO BE QUEEN ELSA!”
Ke Yun, 6, Langerhans cell histiocytosis

Wish Granters: Goh Kah Lin and Kwek Lixuan



WISHING WELL     ISSUE 46     09

WISH STORIES

Budding chef Khalish grew up spending countless 
hours in the kitchen with his grandmother, which 
instilled his love for cooking and fascination to be a 
chef one day.

One month before his 9th birthday, Khalish was 
declared cancer-free, and there’s no better way to 
celebrate this milestone than realising his wish to be a 
chef!

A week leading up to his wish day, Chef Saz from The 
Black Hole Group met up with Khalish to brainstorm 
and customise the menu for his wish day. Khalish 
enjoyed the brainstorming session and loved the 
interaction with a real chef as he got the chance to 
learn the nuances of preparing and serving dinner as a 
professional chef. He received his very own Masterchef 
apron from the wish granters and a special 
custom-made chef jacket from The Black Hole Group, 
all ready for his wish day!

On his wish day, Khalish was so excited to cook and 
serve up a special 4-course menu for his family, he 
arrived at the restaurant early to get started with his 
preparations. As the guests started to arrive, Khalish 
turned his focus to plating and serving the delicious 
dishes for his guests before sitting down to enjoy the 
delicious meal with his family.

Few moments into his meal, Khalish was surprised by 
his all-time favourite Singaporean celebrity, Chef Bob 
and Singaporean soccer player, Yasir Hanapi, the 
captain of the Singapore Premier League team 
Tampines Rovers FC. Just when Khalish thought this 
was the end of the surprises, there was one more 
waiting for him - a special chef-designed cake for his 
birthday! To mark the end of this incredible day, Khalish 
was presented with three private family cooking 
sessions at Heiraz Bakery & Academy so that he can 
continue exploring and developing his passion for 
cooking, along with his loved ones.

“I WISH TO

BE A CHEF!”
Khalish, 9, Hodgkin lymphoma

Wish granters: Cheryl Ng and Jaga Thangaiah
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WISH STORIES

“I WISH TO GO ON A STAYCATION!”
Syakira, 10, intracranial germ cell tumour

Wish granters: Christie Ang and Kahlen Ong

Syakira is like many 10-year-old girls, who loves 
to dance (especially along with Jojo Siwa, an 
American teen celebrity), arts & crafts, and 
dressing up. But unlike many girls her age, 
Syakira is also battling with intracranial germ 
cell tumour. Since being diagnosed with this 
condition, Syakira hasn’t had the chance to take 
a break and spend a relaxing vacation with her 
family or enjoy her favourite food.

With her 9th birthday coming up, Syakira’s wish 
to go on a staycation with her family is about to 
come true!

As part of her wish anticipation, Syakira 
received a customised Jojo Siwa-themed 
chocolate cake, a Sephora gift card and a 
staycation itinerary.

As her wish day arrived, Syakira enjoyed a morning of 
art jamming fun with her family before heading to 
Marina Bay Sands Hotel for her 3D2N staycation. 
Syakira checked into a beautifully decorated room and 
was surprised with a box of her favourite snacks and a 
welcome cake, as well as balloons and everlasting 
flowers of her favourite colour – purple! 

Syakira’s wish for a staycation led to an unforgettable 
time for her and her family. They were able to just spend 
quality time together as they visited the ArtScience 
Museum and a special makeover session for Syakira to 
get ready for a photoshoot for her and her family!

Syakira’s wish for a staycation led to an unforgettable 
time for her and her family. They were able to just spend 
quality time together, a chance to pause life’s 
responsibilities and focus on having fun and each other.
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WISH STORIES

17-year-old Khan was diagnosed with Encephalitis, 
a severe viral infection of the central nervous 
system. He enjoys creating video content, 
especially of himself sharing about life, current 
affairs and food in a fun and cheeky way. He also 
enjoys school because he gets to learn about video 
and content creation. So when Khan found out he 
would be receiving a wish, it did not take long for 
him to decide that he wants to be a vlogger!

As a big fan of The Smart Local (TSL), we have 
decided to collaborate with them to bring Khan’s 
wish to life!

In the days leading up to his wish, we surprised 
Khan with a vlogging crash course conducted by his 
favourite TSL personality - Rainier and Sew! After 
some fist bump exchanges, he was brought to TSL’s 
studio and was presented with his dream Sony 
A6600 camera, and a bunch of accessories, from 
ring light to gimbal and teleprompter. The TSL team 
then proceeded to give Khan an introduction of his 
Sony camera and tasked him with producing his 
first video with the new gears, followed by a crash 
course on video editing. At the end of the day, the 
team revealed another surprise for Khan - that TSL 
will be producing an episode for their YouTube 
channel, featuring Khan as a vlogger! 

To enhance his experience, we brought him to a 
pampering grooming session where he received a 
lovely haircut and beard trimming, to prepare him 
for his upcoming video shoot.

On his wish day, Khan spent it on set with the TSL 
crew, filming a special episode of TSL Plays Sotong 
Game. It took over 2 hours but he thoroughly 
enjoyed being a part of the production team, and 
learning all the insider tips and tricks. To mark the 
end of this wonderful wish experience, we threw a 
mini celebration with food, drinks and a cake for 
Khan.

A wish granted is a gift of hope and strength for 
children and teenagers like khan. Thank you to The 
Smart Local for going the extra mile and creating 
such a wonderful experience for Khan!

“I WISH TO BE A VLOGGER!”
Khan, 17, Encephalitis

Wish Granters: Christie Ang, Rachel Chin, and Wan Haoran

Watch Khan’s surprise meeting 
with the TSL team!



Call for Referrals
A child diagnosed with a critical illness spends their days in and out of medical procedures and 

misses out on the everyday pleasures of life.

Make-A-Wish believes in the healing power of a wish. By helping these children fulfil a 
cherished dream, you can reignite their sense of hope and imagination, and give the family 

additional strength to battle these illnesses.

Who is eligible for a wish?

Singaporeans,
Permanent Residents,

Dependent Pass Holders

Between the ages of
3-18 years old

Diagnosed with a critical
medical condition*

*Critical medical conditions include but are not 
restricted to, childhood cancers, certain types of 

muscular dystrophy, certain neurological or genetic 
diseases, cardiac conditions, renal failure and 

traumatic injuries. 

We depend on you to make a referral. Drop us an email 
at wish@makeawish.org.sg or call/text 9366 2004 to 

refer a deserving child.
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I WANT TO MAKE MORE WISH COME TRUE!
To make a donation online, please visit https://makeawish.org.sg/support-us/#donate 

My Particulars
Name: Dr / Mr / Mrs / Ms NRIC/FIN:
Address: (S)

Mobile: Email:

Donation Amount             

*Singapore tax residents will enjoy a 250% tax deduction for donations of S$50 and above.
$50 $100 $300 $100 My choice: $

Frequency
Monthly One-Time Donation

The information which you provide in this form will be used for the purpose of processing your donation, facilitating the processing of tax 
deductions by the Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore (IRAS) (where applicable), and communicating with you concerning your donation. 
Unless you choose to remain anonymous, donors giving $100 & above will be acknowledged in our newsletters and other publications. By signing 
this form, you agree to our collection, use and disclosure for the above purposes.

Cheque no.: Payable to “Make-A-Wish Singapore” & mail it to us with this donation form.

Credit Card No.:

Expiry date: (mm/yy)Name on credit card:

My Payment Method

Visa Mastercard

By Cheque

Bank Transfer (DBS Bank, Account No. 011-900402-9)

Scan to donate online or via Paynow:

For paynow: enter the following details
into the reference field:
W46<space>Name<space>NRIC/FIN/UEN
Example: W46 BOB S1876543DSignature/Date

PayNowOnline

COMMIT TO A REGULAR DONATION

Making even a small donation can go a long way to inspire hope and deliver strength to these 
children. Your gift brings wishes to life and a regular monthly donation will ensure that your 
contributions will help deliver more impactful wishes, in a timely manner throughout the year.
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