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Chairman’s Message

In the past 20 years, we have granted over 1850 wishes and counting in Singapore, lighting up 
many lives at a time when children with critical illnesses and their families need it the most. 

As a doctor who sees children with critical illness who have brain injuries, I truly believe in the 
mission of Make-A-Wish.  As you will read from the stories in this Wishing Well, it is without a 
doubt that our wish children derive much happiness, renewed hope, and strength from their wish 
journeys. This is pivotal for them, to continue battling their illnesses. The impact of the wish is not 
just on the children, but also on their families and the entire village who are raising these children 
including the healthcare and Make-A-Wish team. The wish effect lasts much longer than what you 
and I would expect.

A local study by the Centre of Evidence and Implementation (CEI) and Research for Impact (RFI) 
from 2021 to 2022 examined the impact of wishes delivered by Make-A-Wish Singapore. The 
study identified immediate and lasting positive effects on the emotional, mental health, social 
well-being and outlook of the children when their wish came true. In addition, family and 
caregivers reported being more empowered with better mental and emotional health, and the 
experience created “happy memories for the family.” An overwhelming majority would 
recommend Make-A-Wish to other families in similar situations and regard a wish journey as an 
important one for every child with a critical illness. 

As we celebrated our 20th anniversary in 2022, it is inspiring and humbling to witness our former 
wish children who have since grown-up and overcame their critical illness, coming back to 
Make-A-Wish to volunteer, intern, and  work.  Many of my patients also continued to pursue their 
interests and dreams related to their wishes. One even shared with me that  “the experience of my 
wish coming true, showed me that anything is possible and motivated me to chase my dreams.” 
 
Make-A-Wish hopes to build a community of support amongst our children, families, wish 
granters, social workers as well as the medical team. In 2023, we will launch the Wish Alumni 
initiative which will empower our community and be a source of hope and inspiration to draw 
strength from.  
 
On behalf of everyone at Make-A-Wish, I truly thank all our staff, volunteers, and donors, for so 
selflessly giving us, the children and their families your precious support, time and commitment. 
We look forward to your continued support to sustain our mission.

Sincerely,
Dr Jeremy Lin

2022 was a momentous year as Make-A-Wish Singapore celebrates our 
20th anniversary. As the world gradually emerges from the pandemic, 
Make-A-Wish wasted no time in catching-up and granting as many wishes 
as we could for our children with critical illnesses.  In 2022, we granted 
130 wishes across four categories – to be, to go, to have, and to meet. After
a two-year hiatus, we began granting overseas travel wishes once again. 



About Us
Make-A-Wish Singapore creates life-changing wishes for children with critical 
illnesses, building their resilience and confidence to overcome challenges. The 
wish journey helps children look past their situations and limitations, assist 
families in overcoming anxieties, and galvanise entire communities to bring 
hope, strength, and joy at a time when they need it most. 

Together with generous donors, supporters, staff, and volunteers, 
Make-A-Wish Singapore grants wishes that leave a positive impact on the 
social and emotional well-being of children and their families. Make-A-Wish 
Singapore is part of the world’s leading wish-granting organisation, granting 
over 500,000 wishes for children with critical illness in nearly 50 countries 
worldwide. 

Our Mission
Together, we create 

life-changing wishes for 
children with critical 

illnesses.

Our Vision
To grant the wish of 
every eligible child 

in Singapore.

Wish Highlights in 2022

children and family members
impacted by a wish

>900
wishes granted

130

To Be To Go To Have To Meet

14 26 8 5

Scan the QR code to watch our 2022 wrapped video!
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Humans of 
Make-A-Wish
Singapore “I believe that there is hope in this world 

and dreams do come true. That 
motivated me to volunteer with 
Make-A-Wish. I like helping at 
Make-A-Wish events because I really 
love seeing the happy faces of wish 
children and their families, especially 
when they meet their wish granters!” 

Wish VolunteerDidi

“As a nurse who works closely with 
many of Make-A-Wish beneficiaries, I've 
had the honour of witnessing the 
transformative power of a wish. Not 
only does the #powerofawish empower 
the child and their family, but the wish 
ripple effect is contagious too. Seeing 
them find hope and strength to power 
through the treatment phase means a 
lot to me.” 

Referral partner,
Nurse at KKHClara Su

“When my wish to watch Hamilton in 
New York theatres was granted by 
Make-A-Wish, it gave me hope at a time 
when I felt defeated and showed me 
that there is a whole world out there for 
me to explore when I get better. The 
lasting impact it has made in my life led 
me to give back to Make-A-Wish as an 
intern, and create the same 
transformative impact on other children 
who are battling critical illnesses.” 

Intern,
Make-A-Wish SingaporeLi Hua

“Since 2012, SAP employees have 
generously sponsored festive gifts for 
Make-A-Wish Singapore. During the 
pandemic, SAP employees even 
personally delivered these gifts to bring 
cheer to the wish children who were at 
home. In over 10 years, we supported 
close to 3,000 children beneficiaries by 
spreading joy through the act of gifting 
with our Super Awesome Volunteers’.” 

SAP, Head of 
Employee EngagementIrene Chui

“As a tunnel engineer who builds MRT 
lines in Singapore, I never dreamt I 
would ever be volunteering with 
Make-A-Wish to build dreams for 
children. At the end of every tunnel I see 
a light, just like at the end of every wish I 
see a new ray of hope in a wish child’s 
life! It's been 3 years since I joined the 
wish force and the wish journeys 
transformed both the wish children's 
and my life.” 

Wish GranterDiwakar
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“The family-time was a very precious gift to us. After Andreyan's wish was granted, he was noticeably happier 
and continues to fondly recall his wish day at Universal Studios Singapore. It created a sense of normalcy for our 
family and is truly a priceless experience for us.” 

Andreyan’s MotherMastura

“I am so happy that my wish to go to Universal Studios Singapore with my family came true! I have so many 
happy memories at USS and I love the staycation with my family. The whole weekend was a treat for my family 
and I. They are my everthing. Thank you Make-A-Wish for planning everything so we can bond as a family and 
enjoy each other's company. It was truly memorable and unforgettable!” 

Wish ChildAndreyan
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2022 Highlights

Happy Nurses’ Day

Showing Appreciation to our nurses
Each year, we celebrate Nurses’ day to show gratitude to nurses who have been 
important partners in our wish children’s journey. From making a referral, 
guiding us on the wish child’s preferences, to building connection with a wish 
child and their family, their contribution have been crucial in helping us make a 
child’s wish come true . This year, we delivered snack boxes to KK Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital (KKH) and National University Hospital (NUH) which 
included a thank you video from all our wish children! 

Wish Dish

Eat for a good cause
In celebration of our 20th Anniversary, we partnered 25 
well-loved cafes and restaurants island wide which 
pledged to donate a percentage of the proceeds from a 
wish dish to raise funds. Over 30 wish children, families, 
and partners attended the launch party at The Great 
Mischief. The children also put their creativity to the 
test and made wish dish artefacts! 

This year, we celebrated Children’s Day with the children in KK 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital (KKH) and National University 
Hospital (NUH) together with Mickey! Mickey brought so much joy 
and cheer and gamely posed for pictures with everyone. A big thank 
you to Disney and Toys 'R Us for all the amazing Children’s Day 
presents which brightened the children's day and brought wide smiles 
to their faces.

Children’s Day

Celebrating with Mickey
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We officially launched our Wish App, a tool to empower our wish granters on their volunteering journey. With the app, 
wish granters can track and update the progress of their wishes real-time. We also received the 2021 Community 
Innovation Award for this initiative.

Wish App Launch

Empowering our wish granters with a new app

20th Anniversary Family Day
and Santa Race Launch

Over 500 wish children and families, corporate 
partners, and volunteers gathered at 
D’Marquee Downtown East for a fun-filled day 
to celebrate Make-A-Wish Singapore’s 20th 
Anniversary and to launch this year’s edition of 
Santa Race for Wishes. Guest-of-Honour, Mr. 
Sharael Taha, MP for Pasir Ris-Punggol GRC also 
flagged off this year’s virtual edition of Santa 
Race for Wishes. This year we  walked, ran, and 
cycled over 270,000 km, smashing last year’s 
record by four times! Thanks to all your support. 

Thank you to our sponsors
Presenting sponsor: FairPrice Foundation
Friends of Santa Race: Allianz, SAP, Tate & Lyle
In-Kind Sponsor: Atos Wellness, Captive Media 
Singapore, Suntec Singapore, The Star Vista

Celebrating 20 years of granting wishes
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20 Years of Hopes and Wishes
Our milestones over the years

Make-A-Wish Singapore
officially opens in 
Singapore

2002 2003
Granted our first wish
“I wish to have a piano”

Launched first 
Charity Golf

Launched our first 
fundraising art exhibition

2011
Kicked off our first 
Santa Run for Wishes

2014
Genie from Disney's 
Aladdin celebrates World 
Wish Day in Singapore

2015

The first flight on SIA 
Krisflyer partnership 
took off to Manchester

2016
Released our music 
single titled ‘Wish’

2018

Listen here:
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Launched the 
Adopt-A-Wish 
programme

2004
Granted our 
first Disney wish

2005
Granted a unique 
wish to have an 
aquarium of frogs

2006
Granted our 
first motorised 
wheelchair wish

2007

Inaugural Make-A-Wish 
Gala Dinner

2008
Inaugural participation 
in YMCA Youth for 
Causes

20092010
Held our first
Flag Day

Granted our first 
LEGO wish

Granted our 
highest number 
of travel wishes

2019
Santa Run for 
Wishes went 
virtual

2020
Granted 130 
wishes in a year

2022
Launched limited 
edition masks 
designed by wish 
children

2021



Our Partners

Guided by the philosophy to do well in order to do 
good for the community, NTUC FairPrice launched 
FairPrice Foundation in 2008 to focus its giving 
efforts to provide a better life for the community. Its 
partnership with Make-A-Wish Singapore began in 
2007 and the Foundation has since donated more 
than S$300,000 to make a difference in the lives of 
children with critical illnesses.

The LEGO Group has captivated the imagination of 
children and adults through creative play for nearly a 
century, and Make-A-Wish Singapore is honoured to 
have been a chosen charity partner in Singapore for 
more than 10 years. The LEGO Group has donated 
over US$200,000 worth of LEGO sets for 
Make-A-Wish Singapore’s beneficiaries and 
continues to be an integral part of the wish journey.

Futu Holdings Limited (moomoo) is an advanced 
technology company transforming the investing 
experience by offering a fully digitalised brokerage 
and wealth management platform. As part of our 
collaboration with Futu Holdings Limited, Futu 
donated US$200K to help make more wishes come 
true in 4 key markets - Australia, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and USA. We are now one step closer to 
fulfilling the wish of every eligible child!

KrisFlyer, the lifestyle membership programme of 
the Singapore Airlines Group, has been a key partner 
of Make-A-Wish Singapore since 2016. Together, we 
have granted more than 50 life-changing wishes! 
From helping travel wishes take flight, granting a 
kid’s wish "to be a pilot", to making non-travel wishes 
come true with miles donations, both organisations 
are always working closely to make every wish 
experience unique. 

Secretlab, a Singaporean gaming equipment 
company renowned worldwide for their gaming 
chairs has been integral in helping Make-A-Wish 
Singapore grant wishes to children with critical 
illness in Singapore and abroad. We are proud to be 
Secretlab's first charity of choice since 2019 and 
together, have made more than 30 gaming wishes 
come to life. From collaborating on streams, 
providing gaming equipment to meeting their 
favourite professional gamers, Secretlab continues 
to make an impact on our wish childrens’ journey to 
recovery.

2022 is a momentous year for SGAG as it celebrates 
its 10th anniversary. To commemorate this 
milestone, SGAG  adopted Make-A-Wish Singapore 
and supported our mission. Through SGAG, more 
people in Singapore were inspired by the 
transformative powers of a wish and learnt more 
about the wish journey. SGAG’s content helped raise 
awareness of Make-A-Wish’s efforts and 
encouraged parents and caregivers to refer children 
with critical illnesses for an opportunity to 
experience a life-changing wish. 
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Thank you to all of our supporters and partners from all walks of life for your unwavering belief in our 
cause. From corporations, schools, foundations, and individuals,  we are grateful for your contribution to 
make our children's wishes come true.

Special thanks to:



Our Wish Stories

Darren is a bright and lively 7-year-old boy who loves animals, 
playing with LEGO, and reading. He was diagnosed with Wilms’ 
tumor, a rare form of kidney cancer that affects children.

As part of his wish journey, his wish granters arranged for Darren 
and his family to visit the Singapore Zoo. At the Zoo visit, Darren 
dressed up as an explorer, complete with a ranger’s hat and 
binoculars, where he got to meet & greet the African penguins, feed 
the giraffes, and even excavated dinosaur fossils from the sandpit.

After the visit, Darren’s love for penguin grew deeper and he 
started sketching penguins he met at the zoo. Realising that Darren 
has a flair for drawing and colouring, his wish granters and parents 
guided him to write a book, draw the characters with the help of a 
cartoonist, and planned a book launch on his wish day!
 
On his wish day, Darren got to build LEGO figures of his book’s two 
main characters – penguins Trustie and Queek Queek. The 
highlight of that day was the unveiling of Darren’s first published 
book “Trustie’s Adventures”. Darren was elated and held a 
storytelling plus book signing session for everybody. 

“I WISH TO BE A 
PENGUIN EXPERT!”
Darren, 7, renal tumour
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Scan the QR code to hear Darren 
share about his wish journey
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Four year old Awlia was diagnosed with spina bifida 
and tetralogy of fallot which affected her mobility. 
Awlia had always dreamed about starring in her 
own fairytale and her wish was to be a princess! Her 
wish granters worked their magic to make her 
dreams come true.

“I WISH TO BE 
A PRINCESS!”
Awlia, 4, spina bifida
and tetralogy of fallot

Ahead of her wish day, Awlia received a kit to design princess accessories so her sisters and her could get 
creative and wear their original creations with their planned princess dresses for the Princess Party. Awlia 
who is a big BTS fan received some BTS stickers and a sneak peek of a special dance performance to keep her 
excited. On wish day, her wish granters organised the perfect Princess Ball with a very special dance 
performance by DanceAfterSix who performed to a famous BTS song for Princess Awlia. The icing on the cake 
was a three-day castle themed staycation, a happily ever after for Princess Awlia and her family!

“I WISH TO GO ON A 
CRUISE HOLIDAY!”
Noe Khin, 11, astrocytoma

Noe Khin enjoys spending time with her family and wished for 
a fun-filled holiday with them – on a cruise!

Ahead of the cruise, Noe Khin went on a shopping spree to get 
all her vacation essentials - a carry-on bag, swimsuits, bottles, 
and more. She also spent time to design a scrapbook so her 
family and her can create a lasting memento of this 
unforgettable trip. Her wish granters brought her to get a 
surprise present - a brand new Polaroid camera she had always 
wanted, to capture pictures of herself and her family on the 
cruise and fill her scrapbook with memories of this 
unforgettable adventure! 

On wish day, Noe Khin and her family enjoyed exploring the 
ship and participated in so many fun filled activities on their 
first ever cruise together, creating memories that will last a 
lifetime!
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Aristotle is a bright and cheerful 18-year-old boy who lives with 
progressive neurological dysfunction and communicates 
through eye movement and gestures. He loves cartoons, 
especially SpongeBob SquarePants and enjoys visiting new 
places. 

As Aristotle grew, it became more challenging for his family to 
bring him around. A new wheelchair would ease his family’s 
stress and also allow him to tour around easily with the rest of 
his family. When his wheelchair arrived, his wish granters sent a 
surprise pack alongside a SpongeBob SquarePants balloon to 
get him excited for his wish day at Universal Studios Singapore 
(USS). On wish day, Aristotle was able to interact with different 
cartoon mascots and even had a chance to ride the merry go 
round! It was an amazing experience for him and a heartening 
family bonding session for everyone.

“I WISH TO HAVE A 
NEW WHEELCHAIR!”
Aristotle, 18, progressive neurological dysfunction

18-year-old Gabriel was diagnosed with hereditary spastic 
paraplegia which prevents him from venturing outdoors as 
much as he hoped to.  His wish is to have a customised gaming 
computer so he can play at home.  Gabriel is always intrigued by 
how a computer is built and was thrilled to build his customised 
computer from scratch with Mansa Computers.

Throughout the planning phase, Gabriel was very involved in 
securing the right parts for his computer. He did a lot of research 
about building his own computer and even had a call with Mansa 
Computers, eagerly asking many computer related questions. 
On wish day, Mansa Computers arrived early at his place to build 
the computer together with Gabriel. He was so excited seeing 
the computer come to life as he assembled the machine 
meticulously, part by part. 

“I WISH TO HAVE A 
CUSTOMISED
GAMING COMPUTER!”
Gabriel, 18, hereditary spastic paraplegia
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“I WISH TO MEET FOOTBALL
PLAYERS FROM LIVERPOOL FC”
Khai, 15, burkitt lymphoma

Leading up to match day, Khai had the opportunity to attend an 
exclusive Liverpool pre-match press conference and open training 
session. He even got to interact with some of the players and many 
of them signed on his jersey! Khai was ecstatic.

On wish day, Khai and his family checked in for their first ever 
family staycation. A Liverpool themed car brought Khai to the 
Sports Hub to catch the game. Khai’s eyes lit up when he saw fellow 
fans in Liverpool jerseys cheering on their favourite team. After the 
match, he had the privilege to attend the post-match conference to 
listen to Liverpool’s manager Jürgen Klopp speak about the match 
to journalists. It was truly a once-in a lifetime experience for Khai 
and his family. Special thanks to our partner SGAG, in helping to 
make Khai’s wish come true.

Khai is a huge football fan! His favourite team is Liverpool FC and 
his favourite player is Virgil Van Dijk. When Liverpool had a 
scheduled match in Singapore, his wish granters knew it was the 
perfect time to secure tickets to this match so that he can watch his 
favourite players in action!

Our partners at SGAG threw Khai a Liverpool themed party where 
he was tested on his knowledge of the Reds. Needless to say he 
aced the quiz and won all the prizes effortlessly.

Check out what went down 
with our friends at SGAG:



How you can help

MAKE A DIFFERENCE,
COMMIT TO A REGULAR DONATION
Making a regular donation goes a long way to inspire hope and deliver 
strength to children with critical illness. Your gift brings wishes to life 
and helps us to constantly grant impactful wish journeys which becomes 
a source of motivation for the wish children and their families.

Refer a child
Every wish begins with a referral. Help us 
help a child diagnosed with critical illness 
through the healing power of a wish!

Scan the QR code or email us at 
wish@makeawish.org.sg to 
refer a child.

A wish brings hope to children with critical 
illness at a time when they need it most. Wish 
impact studies have shown that wishes 
complement a child’s medical treatment, 
giving them renewed strength to battle their 
illnesses. A wish journey also brings families 
together and unites communities.

Donate

Scan to donate online or via Paynow:

For paynow: enter the following details
into the reference field:
W46<space>Name<space>NRIC/FIN/UEN
Example: W46 BOB S1876543D

PayNowOnline

"I wish to have a birthday party
with Rainbow Dash!"

Chevelle Tan, 7
alpha thalassemia
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